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-there-is large room for improvement" in both, U.S. and--GVN efforts 








is most certainly, poignantly true today. But it was jftsi^aS' true in 

1958, and 1961, and 1965. And the "possibilities" for improvement 

(% OOCL <w^C/^ A~, 

looked j o e t -as "great"tin those years. What makes these perceptions ^ 

appear clearly inadequate today as a basis for either prediction or 
policy -- just as, we can see now, they were inadequate then -- is pre¬ 
cisely the fact that the room for improvement is just as large, and in 
just the same places, today as it was ten years ago, with nearly all 
the prospective "possibilities" remaining just that. 



Yet most, or all, of the'proposals w 


:, among-others , were 


made to GVN and U.S. authorities during that period, by such articulate. 




expert, and well-placed spokesmen as Robert Thompson, F. P. Serong, and 
later, John Vann. To be sure, few of these notions were ever imple¬ 
mented properly, or at all. /But by now, that historical datum has great 
significance, and to see its beaming,as Kahn and his two colleagues do -- 
mainly as -a positive token of/continued "possibility" of improvement -- 
is perverse. 

To understand why we have not done better in Vietnam, and to appraise 

i- -1 

the prospects for doing better in the future, it is by this time far,, C 

from enough to say^ " H a re are promising measures that have never been 

v ^-pu u uujc—^ 

fairly tried," One must ask, and attempt to answer, just why they were 

never tried,’ and what reason there is f now, to believe they Are more 

likely to get a fair trial in the future; ^ V ***> ^ ** 




























